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A Community United: Appreciation and Insights from Our

February Town Hall

We extend our deepest gratitude to all who
attended our February Town Hall Meeting—our
dedicated members, generous sponsors, and,
most importantly, the families and friends who
continue to support our mission. Your presence,
feedback, and engagement are the foundation of
our organization’s growth. It is through your
voices that we are able to evolve, improve, and
create a lasting impact within our community.

One of the key discussions of the afternoon was
our commitment to transparency. We reviewed
our financial reports, detailing how membership
dues and donations are utilized to benefit our
initiatives. These reports are not only discussed in
our meetings but are also accessible online at
www.dibra.org, ensuring that every member has
insight into how our funds are allocated.

Another major focus was the expansion of our
Youth Programs, including sports, arts, and
traditional dance. These initiatives will provide
children with opportunities to develop new skills
while strengthening their connection to our
culture through shared learning and
collaboration. Additionally, we are planning
educational events such as Resume Workshops
and a Healthcare Careers Conference to support
personal and professional growth within our
community.

Our commitment to creating opportunities for
women was another vital topic. We are excited to
introduce various initiatives, including cooking,
painting, and pottery classes, as well as our
upcoming Women's Entrepreneurs Panel, which
will celebrate and highlight the journeys of
Albanian female business owners.

Furthermore, we remain dedicated to hosting
family-friendly events, from our annual picnic to
celebrations of our independence. Lastly, we
reaffirmed our long-term vision of establishing a
community center—a space that will serve as the
heart of our organization, welcoming and
supporting all members. Your participation and
ongoing encouragement fuel our mission, and
we look forward to continuing this journey
together.

The month of April is filled with many events and
programs that we are thrilled to bring to you all.
Continue reading to find out more details for
what we have planned!
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Youth Dance Program with
Biondina Behluli

Immerse your child in the beauty and
tradition of Albanian folk dance with our
engaging 6-week dance program! Designed
for ages 6-18, this program offers a unique
opportunity to explore cultural heritage
through music, movement, and storytelling.

Dates: April 5- May 10
Schedule: Saturdays, 10:00 AM -12:00 PM
Instructor: Bina Behluli

Under the expert guidance of renowned
dancer Bina Behluli, participants will learn
traditional dance steps, group coordination,
and the history behind each dance, deepening
their connection to Albanian traditions while
fostering pride and appreciation for their
roots. More than just movement, this
experience builds community, confidence,
and a love for cultural expression.

Youth Art Program with
Sanie Raziu

Our 6-Week Youth Arts Program is the perfect
space for young artists to explore their talents
while building confidence and friendships. Open
to children ages 6 and up, this program
encourages self-expression through painting
and drawing, helping participants develop their
artistic abilities in a fun and supportive
environment.

Location: Colts Neck High School, 59 Five Points
Road, Colts Neck, NJ 07722

Dates: April 16 - May 21

Schedule: Wednesdays, 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Led by accomplished artist Sanie Kaziu, this
Artist Development Workshop will introduce
fundamental painting techniques, including
color theory, composition, and brushwork.
Participants will explore various mediums—
watercolor, acrylic, and oil—while learning about
different artistic styles, the history of painting,
and the power of visual storytelling.
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2 Youth Sports Program with
%% Blerim Pocesta

Get ready for an action-packed 6-week Youth Sports Program
= designed to keep kids active, build teamwork, and develop

leadership skills—all in a fun and supportive environment! Open
to ages 6-14, this program offers a variety of sports including
soccer, football, basketball, volleyball, boxing fundamentals, and a
kickball bash.

Led by Division 1 athlete and coach Blerim Pocesta, participants
1 will improve their athletic and leadership abilities while making
new friends and learning valuable life skills.

Ages: 6- 14 years old
Dates: April 27 —June 1
Instructor: Blerim Pocesta
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First Book Club Meeting
Kicks Oft April 6th

SHAD BOOK CLUB

Our Chapters & Caj book club is officially
launching, and we can't wait to dive into this
quarter’s thought-provoking read! Our first
virtual meeting will take place on Sunday,
April 6th at 6:00 PM via Zoom. Those already
registered should have received an email with
the book selection and discussion questions—
stay tuned for the Zoom details as we get
closer to the date! For anyone who still wishes
to join, registration remains open—reach out
to our team today to get started.

In Bittersweet, author Susan Cain uncovers
the hidden power of sorrow and longing,
showing how embracing life's melancholy
moments can foster growth, resilience, and
deeper connections. Through personal stories,
psychological insights, and cultural analysis,
Cain offers a self-development guide to
navigating challenges with grace and
strength. Our discussion will explore how
reframing sorrow can lead to wholeness and
transformation—join us for an evening of
meaningful conversation and personal
growth!

Blast Oft to the Liberty
Science Center

Get ready for an out-of-this-world adventure at
the Liberty Science Center! Join us on Sunday,
April 13th at 1:00 PM for an unforgettable
afternoon exploring the wonders of space,
science, and discovery. Home to the second-
largest planetarium in the country, this trip
promises an exciting and educational
experience for kids and families alike.

Ticket Price: $40 per person (Parents must
purchase tickets to enter)

Date: Sunday April 13th, 2025

Time: 1:00 PM (Please arrive 15 minutes early to
avoid delays)

RSVP Deadline: April 6th, 2025

To reserve your spot, contact:
Adelina Veliu: 646-662-4015
Dibran Begu: 718-790-3600

Don't miss this stellar opportunity—register
today and get ready for a space-filled adventure!
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Ladies Paint Night with Sanie
Kaziu

Unwind and express yourself at our Ladies Paint
Night—a fun and relaxing evening designed to
bring women together through art, storytelling,
and community. Whether you're an
experienced painter or picking up a brush for
the first time, this event offers a welcoming
space to bond, share experiences, and celebrate
our heritage through creativity. Join us for a
night of laughter, culture, and artistic
expression as we strengthen the ties that unite
us.

Date: April 26th, 2025

Time: 5:00 PM

Location: 52 Forest Ave, Paramus, NJ 07643
Instructor: Sanie Kaziu

To RSVP, contact Sara Papraniku at (201) 310-
8367. Don't miss this special evening of
connection and creativity!

Join Shoqata Atdhetare Dibra
— Keep Our Culture Alive!

Become a yearly member of Shogata Atdhetare
Dibra and take an active role in preserving our
Albanian heritage while supporting a strong,
connected community. Your $100 membership
helps fund events, cultural initiatives, and
programs that keep our traditions thriving for
future generations.

As a member, you'll enjoy exclusive access to
cultural events, networking opportunities, and
community gatherings, while making a
meaningful impact in uplifting and
empowering Albanians in our area. Your
membership also helps us continue passing
down the rich traditions and stories of our
homeland. Plus, enjoy special perks like early
registration for events and much more!

Join us today and be part of something
meaningful. For more details, reach out to us
directly. Let's keep our culture strong—
together!
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