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From Last Month’s Milestones to Future Goals: Our
Community’s Journcy Continucs

We are back with the latest issue of the Shogata
Atdhetare Dibra newsletter! In this month's issue,
we will share a recap of our latest event and
some of our upcoming plans.

Our Basketball Tournament was a huge success,
bringing together 16 competitive teams for an
exciting day of sportsmanship and community
spirit. We are incredibly grateful to all the players,
volunteers, and supporters who made this event
possible. A special thank you to Round Pie, Luigi's
Pizzeria, and Old Bridge Pizza for their generous
food donations and contributions to the
tournament. We also appreciate the dedication
of our volunteers, including Besnik Budzaku,
Jehon Krivca, Erjon Mersimi, Lutfi Pocesta and
Ariton Majtara, who assisted with the event setup
and helped to ensure the event ran smoothly.
Lastly, we extend our heartfelt thanks to
everyone who came out to watch and cheer—
your energy and support made this tournament
truly special. We look forward to seeing you all
again next year!

As a reminder, this month will be filled with new
and fun events including our kids event at Slime
World on Saturday, February 8th. We will also be
hosting a new events for Shogata Atdhetare
Dibra, our very first Xhol Tournament and a
Women's Book Club read on to find out more
details!

Join us for our upcoming Townhall Meeting on
Sunday, February 23rd, where we invite
community members of all ages to share their
thoughts and feeback on our work so far and the
future direction of our organization. This is a
great opportunity to have your voice heard and
help shape the initiatives that matter most to our
community. We're also excited to announce that
membership registration will officially open at
the Townhall Meeting, giving attendees the first
chance to get involved in a more meaningful and
impatful way. For more details on the meeting
time, location, and agenda, continue reading this
issue!

As the holy month of Ramadan approaches, we
extend our warmest wishes to all. Given the
significance of this time, as many of our
members will be spending the month with family
in observance, we have decided to pause our
events for March. We appreciate this time and
look forward to resuming our planned gatherings
in April. Wishing you all a blessed Ramadan and a
joyful holiday!

Enjoy this month’s newsletter!
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February Event - Xhol
Tournament

Mark your calendars for Saturday, February
22,2025 and get ready for a night of fun and
friendly competition at our Xhol Tournament!
We will be hosting this event at Grand
Sahara in Staten Island, NY, starting at 8:00
PM. Xhol is a game that has been enjoyed in
Albanian culture for generations, and this
tournament is a great way to bring people of
all ages together to celebrate and play.

This event is more than just a game—it's a
chance to connect with others in the
community. People of all ages, from
adolescents to grandparents, can come
together, share stories, and enjoy quality
time. It's a great way for different
generations to bond, learn from each other,
and keep our traditions alive. Playing xhol
also helps sharpen the mind, improve
problem-solving skills, and encourage
friendly teamwork. Most importantly, it's a
fun way to build friendships and strengthen
our community.

We welcome you to join us for this special
event. Spots are limited, so be sure to sign up
soon! For more details or to register, please
visit our social media pages. We can't wait to
see you there!

Date: Saturday, February 22, 2025

Time: 8:00 pm

Location: Grand Sahara Mediteranean Grill
1828 Hylan Blvd, Staten Island, NY 10305
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Honoree Spotlight

This month's honoree spotlight is
Mergin Sina!

At this year's SHAD Annual Basketball
Tournament, we were proud to
recognize Coach Mergin Sina as our
special honoree for his dedication to
the game and his impact on young
athletes. With a playing career
spanning the Big East, Atlantic Ten,
and Europe, Coach Sina has brought
invaluable experience and passion to
the sport.

As the head coach at Gill St. Bernard'’s,
he continues to mentor and develop
young talent, shaping the next
generation of players. Through Sina's
Hoop Academy, he provides youth
basketball camps and clinics, inspiring
athletes both on and off the court.

His commitment to teaching,
leadership, and community
involvement makes him a true role
model. Coach Sina’s work not only
builds strong athletes but also instills
discipline, teamwork, and
perseverance in young minds. We are
honored to celebrate his contributions
and legacy at this special event and
look forward to seeing the lasting
impact of his efforts for years to come!




Shogata Atdhetare Dibra
Townhall Assembly

We invite you to our Town Hall Assembly on
Sunday, February 23, 2025, at 11:00 AM, where
we will come together as a community to
reflect on our journey and discuss the future.
During this assembly, we will introduce our
new board members, highlight the previous
events that we've hosted, and present a
financial report to ensure transparency and
accountability. We will also share an overview
of our plans for 2025, including upcoming
initiatives and ways to get involved. This
meeting is a great opportunity for members
to ask questions, share ideas, and stay
informed about the organization's direction.
Your voice and participation are valuable in
shaping our collective efforts, so we
encourage everyone to attend. We look
forward to seeing you there and working
together for a stronger community!

Date: Sunday, February 23, 2025

Time: 11:00 am

Location: Hilton Garden Inn

1100 South Ave, Staten Island, NY 10314

Chapters & Caj: A
Women’s Book Club

We're excited to announce the launch of
Chapters & Caj, a women'’s book club where
we can come together to share ideas and
have enriching conversations. Each session
will feature books from a variety of genres
and authors and to make our discussions
even more special, we'll be working on
bringing in guest speakers. Chapters & Caj is
the perfect place to unwind, learn, and build
community. Stay tuned for our first session
registration—we can't wait to read with you!

Volunteer Spotlight

This month’s volunteer spotlight is
Adnan Bomova!

We sincerely appreciate Adnan
Bomova for his hard work and
leadership in making this year’s
Basketball Tournament a success. As
the driving force behind the event, he
ensured everything ran smoothly,
from organizing teams to coordinating
logistics.

His dedication, attention to detail, and
commitment to the community made
a lasting impact, creating a wonderful
experience for everyone involved. We
truly appreciate his efforts and thank
him for his invaluable contribution!
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